Mercury levels in fish from artisanal gold mining ponds

in the Peruvian Amazon are higher than fish in natural lakes,

and may represent an elevated risk of mercury exposure

for fish consuming populations
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Background Results and Discussion

* The region of Madre de Dios is considered a global Mercury in Benthic Sediments
biodiversity hotspot, but since 2012 has suffered an

unprecedented gold rush.
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Trophic level

Fish: 1’187 SPECIMENS of 40 SPECIES of fish were collected from Figure 2. Mercury levels in fish samples by trophic level in control and mining site.
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